Jury in Controversial Probe 

■ ^ 


Stephen H. Sachs, who left 
the U.S. Attorney’s post in 
Maryland on June 1, had rec- 
ommended last winter that 
Long be prosecuted in connec- 
tion with the parking garage 
case. The Justice Department 
rejected the recommendation 
in March. ^ v 

Sources have said that Mit- 
chell and his staff, in addition 
to raising legal questions 
bout the indictment, also are 
concerned over the political 
repercussions of an indict- 
ment that would name as 
politically powerful a figure 
as Long, whose Senate Fi- 
nance Committee handles much 
important administration legis- 
lation. 

The sequence of events 
leading up to today’s action 
began Monday when a group 
of lawyers went to Chief Judge 
Roszel C. Thomsen, of the 
U.S. District Court here, and 
asked that the presentment 
and the draft indictment be 
suppressed and expunged from 
the records. 


The lawyers were Paul R. 
Connolly and Harold Ungar, 
of the Washington firm of 
(Edward Bennett) Williams 
and Connolly; William L.>Mar- 
bury and John Martin Jones, of 
Piper and Marbury, Baltimore; 
William G. Hundley, of Wash- 
ington, and Ramsey, of Balti- 
more. * 

Thomsen set a hearing; on 
their petition for Friday at 
10 am., but would not agree 
to halt the open court session 
with the grand jury scheduled 
for today, Connolly said. 

Although grand jury pro- 
ceedings themselves are sec- 
ret, the panel’s deputy fore- 
man, Warren Taylor, had said 
last week that he would ask 
Judge Thomsen in open court 
to unseal the presentment if 
MitcheU continued to bar the 
grand jury from returning an 
indictment. 

The grand jury and Sachs 
last month charged in open 
court that Mitchell personally 
was blocking it from return- 
ing the indictment. 


The panel then gaye^ Thom- 
sen the sealed presentment. 
ThoDMen then said he would 
await , a Justice Depiui:ment 
recomni^ndation before decid- 
ing whether to unseal the doc- 
ument. 

The jury, however, did not 
ask at that time that the do- 
cument be opened. After one 
delay, was granted by Thom- 
sen, a deadline for a decision 
on the case iiad been set for 
today. • 

* It was learned earlier this 
week that the Justice Depart- 
ment again had refused to q}- 
low . the new U.S. attorney, 
George Beall, to sign the 
draft indictment. v 

Beall, a Republican, had 
concurred in the recommenda- 
tion of Sachs, a Democrat, 
that the indictment be signed. 

Although it would be pos- 
sible for Beall to disobey 
Mitchell’s, order this would, as 
a practical matter, kill the 
prosecution and endanger 
Beall’s future relationship 


with the Justice Department, 
sources said. 

After meeting with Thom- 
sen, the lawyers went to 
Judge Bryan late yesterday 
and obtained a writ of prohi- 
bition, temporarily barring 
Judge Thomsen “from con- 
ducting any public court ses- 
sion during which ^y facet 
on the grand jury’s delibera- 
tions or attitudes concerning 
the Attorney General’s recom- 
mendation for (sic) prosecu- 
tion of the petitioners will or 
can be discussed.” 

Thomsen was ordered to 
show cause by June 23 why 
the order should not be made 
permanent. 

After a brief closed-door 
meeting today wit Beall and 
Michael Abbell, a Justice De- 
partment attorney who has 
assisted in the 10-month-long 
probe, the grand jury went 
into court. Judge Thomsen 
asked if there were “any pre- 
sentments or indictments,” 
and Taylor said there was. 


Taylor then stepped for- 
ward, handed Thomsen a piece 
of paper, which Thomsen ex- 
amined, and then called a re- 
cess. 


